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FINGER ist ein halbjährlich erscheinendes Magazin. Wie der 
Untertitel schon sagt liefert die Zeitschrift spannende Einblicke 
in das musikalische und literarische Universum von Vorbildern 
und Koriphäen. FINGER ist ein Sammelsurium von Referenzen, 
gewissermassen ein Archiv, gemacht von wahren Musik- und 
Literatur-Liebhabern für wahre Musik- und Literaturliebhaber.
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wurde vom britisch-amerikanischen Kon glomerat The Earlies entdeckt . Als dieses 
die Demotapes des damalig 18-jährigen Skater und Hobby-Musiker aus Texas hörte, war bereits 

klar, dass es sich hier um ein Wunder kind handelte. 2004 nahm Hinson sein Debut auf und tourte 
seither mit Gelichgesinnten wie Will Oldham, Calexico und Iron & Wine.

first record you remember
John Denver - Greatest Hits. We’d be driving in the 
mountains, heading up to Taos, New Mexico, to spend 
our summers with a genius artist, Jerry Jordan, and 
my ma would make my pa turn off the headlights, 
slow way down, and we would listen to Mr. Denver, 
pretending we were in a covered wagon. It’s funny 
‘cause I don’t think they had speakers in covered 
wagons, much less John Denver songs about air-
planes.

a song that reminds you of school
The Toadies - Backslider. Me and a good pal of mine 
growing up used to listen to this song constantly. We 
were managers on the school football team, so we 
had a lot of time on our hands. But, the song is some 
real heavy shit. I felt like I un derstood every word as a 
child, being raised in such a religious place. I wouldn’t 
imagine many people to know this band outside of 
Texas. They are one of the best rock `n roll bands of 
the last 20 years. No shit.

a record you fell in love to
Neutral Milk Hotel - In An Aeroplane Over The Sea. My 
wife and I fell in love to this record. An odd one to fall 
in love to, but I remember it playing on my half-bro-
ken record player night after night: me, drinking and 
taking my back, her, sober as the day is long. I never 
could figure out what she saw in me. Hell, I still don’t. 
I’m just a lucky bastard, I suppose.

a song to seduce you
Santo & Johnny - Still Of The Night. If you’ve heard it, 
you understand. If you haven’t, find it, and you will.

your ultimate heartbreak song
Del Shannon - Runaway. That man’s voice is so bro-
ken. You can feel his pain. I’ve never heard anything 
like it, maybe in the voice and songs of Roy Orbison. 
Del Shannon brings something unearthly to this song. 
He’s channeling something mere men cannot.

record that evokes best summer of your life
The Beach Boys - Pet Sounds. A mate of mine, Austin 
Hobbs, handed me this on tape during one of the 
most productive summers of my life. It was the first 
summer I really began to turn into something that 
resembled an adult, or a man. I was working a cook 
job and was getting up a 4:30 every morning. I got 
picked up and worked with an old black man who 
was, and still is, very dear to my heart. We would 
smoke joints after work, and he would tell me stories 
of dealing heroine out of camel skin coats in NYC, or 
watching prostitutes getting beaten with coat hang-
ers, or how he was the first black man to be a student 
body president in Texas, or how he spent a stint in 
Huntsville Prison. That’s where we kill people legally 
in the state of Texas. He was an amazing man. I often 
wonder what he is doing now.

a song you would send over the ocean
Toppie Haynes - Gettin’ It Done. I’ve been friends with 
this hillbilly for the better part of my life. I remember 
the day he bought his first guitar. I remember his first 
song. He wrote this one a few years back, and I told 
him he could give up and hang his hat on this song. 
He couldn’t do any better. He doesn’t have a record 
deal. Or a least a proper one. I’m starting a small 
label called «The Recordings of the Republic» and 

we are gonna release a 12’’ vinyl of his first record 
as soon as we get everything in place. With any luck, 
we might be under the umbrella of Houston Party 
Records, out of Barcelona, Spain. It will be limited, but 
absolutely brilliant. He is a brilliant songwriter. And a 
brilliant fella. And this is a brilliant song.

first record you bought
Depeche Mode - Violator. I saved several weeks 
of allowance that my folks gave me to buy me a 
record. I remember my ma driving me to the store 
and I bought it. I was worried it was going to be shit, 
as I had saved up for so long. I got home, put my 
headphones on, and was mystified. A damn special 
moment for little ears. 

a song guaranteed to make you feel depressed
At Swim Two Birds - Darling (Remix). I heard this song 
on a comp at sometime. I can’t rightly remember. I 
don’t even know who this band is or where they are 
from. But this song is crippling. Good god, I can’t even 
explain. Just find it, get a bottle of booze, take a few 
shots, make sure the guns are locked away, and 
press play.

your boozed-up anthem
Shit, I don‘t get pissed. Sorry.

a song you wish you wrote yourself
Roy Orbison - Crying. The guy was an angel. He spoke 
with the voice of a god.

a record that will make everybody dance
Bee Gees - Tragedy. It’s a damn sad song, but hell, 

Micah  
P. hinson
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Dieses Frühjahr spielten Vetiver in Zürich. Als 
ich Frontmann Andy Cabic begrüsste und ihn 
an das Interview für die zweite Nummer von 
Finger erinnerte, meinte er: «Ah, the magazine 
from Sweden!». Nicht ganz richtig, aber schön 
wärs trotzdem. Denn dann hätten wir ohne 
Probleme Neneh Cherry, Jose Gonzales, Lykke 
Li, Wildbirds & Peacedrums, Benny Andersson 
und Björn Ulvaeus, Dr. Alban, Europe, The Kni-
fe, Titiyo, Robyn, Turbonegro, The Hives oder 
The Soundtrack Of Our Lives für diese Ausgabe 
interviewen können. Nichtsdestotrotz haben 
wir uns in den letzten paar Monaten ganz viel 
Mühe gegeben, damit dieses Magazin nun doch 
noch schwedisch daherkommt. Zum Beispiel 
mit Johnossi, Marit Bergman, Parlour, Darin, 
Erik Jansson, Division Of Laura Lee, Dungen, 
Train, Jesper Dahlbäck, Nhessingtons, Kissey 
Asplund, Million Stylez, Team Skidoo, Steso 
Songs und Red Astaire. Switzerland oder Swe-
den? Egal! Aber wieso stehen wir denn nicht 
einfach zu unserer wahren Herkunft? Weil es in 
der Schweiz zu wenig gute Acts und spannende 
Menschen gibt, für die man sich auch ausser-
halb der Landesgrenzen interessieren könnte? 

Adrian Hoenicke
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Micah P. Hinson
war uns eigentlich seit der ersten Ausgabe Antworten schuldig. Denn ausser vielleicht noch Stefan 
Raab gibts in Deutschland keinen, der sich derart verbissen für gute Musik einsetzt. Dass beide 
ihren Wohnsitz in Köln haben, ist dann aber doch eher purer Zufall. Oder ein Zeichen dafür, dass Köln 
und nicht Berlin die Musikhauptstadt Deutschlands ist? Auf Seite 45 erklärt Akshun Schmidt der 
Domstadt am Rhein seine Liebe.

Swahili Blond
sind die erste Band, die «Finger» bereits 
vor dem Interview kannte. So postete Brace 
bereits 2005 etwas auf unsere MySpace-Seite 
(myspace.com/fingermag). Ob die drei uns eren 
Vorschlag befolgten, eine Cover version von «Is 
It All Over My Face?» aufzunehmen, haben wir 
bis zum Release noch nicht herausgefunden.

Gravenhurst
müsste man eigentlich eine ganze Ausgabe 
widmen. Damit auch die ganz hinten in der 
Sitzreihe begreifen, dass ohne ihn kein  
Daft Punk, keine Air, kein The Orb möglich und 
die Achtzigerjahre nur halb so grell gewesen 
wären. «Equinox» auflegen und auf Seite 25 
blättern!

intense energy drink

See advice on packaging. BURN is a registered trade mark of The Coca-Cola Company.

pronto

Available at: 
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Duke Special
sieht aus wie ein Hippie-Vagabund, der seine Lieder 
regelmässig in Fussgängerzonen darbeitet. Und 
etwas vom Charme und der Ehrlichkeit der Strasse 
hört man der Musik des irischen Singer-Songwriter 
Peter Wilson auch an. Doch dort hört der Vergleich 
auch ziemlich schnell auf. Seine orchestraler 
Popmusik ist nämlich für die ganz grossen Bühnen 
gedacht. Wie zum Beispiel für das Royal National 
Theatre in London, für welches er sein neustes 
Album eingespielt hat.

first record you remember
The Beatles - Octopus’s Garden. I had three 
older sisters!
 
a song that reminds you of school
Dead Or Alive - You Spin Me Round (Like A Record)
 
a record you fell in love to
Simon & Garfunkel - For Emily, Whenever I May 
Find Her 
 
your ultimate heartbreak song
Joy Division - Love Will Tear Us Apart
 
record that evokes best summer of your life
The Divine Comedy - National Express
 
first record you bought
UB40 - Signing Off 
 
a song you wish you wrote yourself
Jimmie Davis and Charles Mitchell - You Are My 
Sunshine

a song guaranteed to make you feel depressed
Elliott Smith - Needle In The Hay
 
song that reminds your friends of you
Prince - I Feel For You
 
a record that will make everybody dance
Deee-Lite - Groove Is In The Heart
 
your liberation anthem
Boney M. - Rivers Of Babylon

your guilty pleasure song
Boney M. - Rivers Of Babylon

best concert you ever attended
Tom Waits in Dublin 2009 

record you were looking for the longest
Still waiting for the new Magnetic Fields record on 
vinyl. I pre-ordered it and have been waiting ages!

your sunday morning song
Tom Waits - Come On Up To The House

best Bowie song
«Letter to Hermione» or «Andy Warhol»
 
best soundtrack ever
«Grace Of My Heart»
 
the perfect anthem for Belfast
Van Morrison - Coney Island. It’s not about Belfast but 
makes me think of home.

the song to be played at your funeral
I would like a song specially written for it by my pal 
Paul Pilot and sung by my friend Jonny Parks.

Whitehouse
wurde 1980 von William Bennett gegründet und 
gilt als Vorreiter der Power Electronics-Bewegung. 
Uneingeweihte würden die Musik die Whitehouse 
macht als Lärm bezeichnen, die Texte, die sich um 
Massenmörder, Ver gewaltigungen und Krieg handeln 
als Schrott abtun. Für den Rest der Menschheit ist 
Bennett eine lebende Legende.

first record you remember
The melody of «The Look Of Love» by Burt Bacharach 
was a song I used to be obsessed with at a very 
young age – without, at the time, even knowing what 
it was or who it was by.

best soundtrack ever
«Cannibal Holocaust» OST by the genius that is Riz 
Ortolani. Although I could just as easily have chosen 

his soundtrack for «La Ragazza Dal Pigiama Giallo», 
also a masterpiece.

a song guaranteed to make you feel depressed
How about almost anything by The Beatles, for exam-
ple, «Yesterday»? In truth, there isn’t much pop and 
rock that doesn’t make me feel depressed.
 
a song that reminds you of school
T. Rex - Get It On. You were either into Bowie or Bolan 
at my schools. I was definitely of the latter persua-
sion.

your ultimate heartbreak song
The Carpenters - (They Long To Be) Close To You. 
Karen Carpenter’s extraordinarily beautiful voice 
always makes me well up.
 
a record that evokes the greatest summer 
of your life
Paul Sharada - Dancing All The Night. This was con-
stantly on the radio in Barcelona when I moved there 
in the summer of 1985. Magical times.
 
first record you bought
Yoko Ono - Fly. When I was already about 17, 
I used to always listen to music on the radio and 
didn’t own a turntable until much later than 
most kids.

a record that will make everybody dance
If I had to nominate one impossible-to-resist record 
it’d be «Happy Song» by Baby‘s Gang.
 
best concert you ever attended
That’s an easy one: Tom Jones at MGM, Las Vegas. It’s 
funny because anywhere else and it wouldn’t have 
been nearly so much fun.

your sunday morning song
Francis Lai - Scene d‘Amour. Such a stunningly gentle 
pretty song like a magical lullabye in reverse.
 
best Bowie song
I was a Marc Bolan kid, remember?
 
the song to be played at your funeral
I’d prefer to disappear without trace than have 
any kind of funeral.

even sadness can make you move your ass. If you 
can’t move your ass to saness,then your well up 
shit-creek, my friend, as you are taking life entirely 
too seriously.

song that reminds your friends of you
Damn, I think you’d have to ask them. Maybe any 
of my songs? They sound like me...

best concert you ever attended
Eric Bachmann in Austin, Texas, at The Parish. He was 
the fella who helped me do the strings and horns for 
my attempt, «The Opera Circuit». He had been, and 
still is, a hero of mine. His music changed my eye-
sight. Everything afterwards looked a little bit differ-
ent. To be able to work with him was surely a dream 
come true. Well, he came through town with a few 
ladies at his side, playing drums, keys, and backing 
vocals. The three of them stood up there for the bet-
ter part of an hour, but it slipped by so quickly, as the 
words they sang, the way they sang them, his guitar, 
just everything was perfect. I’ve never witnessed 
anything like it. He is surely underrated.

record you were looking for the longest
The Smashing Pumpkins - Melancholy And The Infinite 
Sadness. When I was a teenager this was what I was 
into. I still find a lot of damn good things about them 
even today. Most bands that I liked when I was young 

just didn’t, and can’t, stand the test of time. But, their 
record «Siamese Dream» had been out for ages, 
that’s clearly the record they blew up on, so they 
were out on tour for what seemed like a fucking eter-
nity. So me and my brother and our friends waited 
and waited for a new record. We even went out and 
saw them as much as we could. It was a double LP, so 
the day my brother and me went out in my beat-up 
old silver BMW and bought the record, I didn’t know 
what to expect. I had never seen a double LP. We 
put the CD in the stereo, and I expected huge guitar 
parts etc., all that they used to be, but all of a sud-
den I heard a piano solo, then strings, then melotron 
violins, then the second song came on and the drums 
were huge and the orchestra were crumbling the 
streets below us. Astonishing. I’ll never forget that. 
I’m sure my brother won’t either.

your Sunday morning song
The Velvet Underground - Sunday Morning. I know this 
sounds ridiculous. But I heard that record when I was 
about thirteen years old. A pal of my pa let me hear it. 
I was hooked. So every Sunday morning I would put 
that song on, as I would get ready for church. It was, 
and is, such an endearing song.

best Bob Dylan track
«To Ramona». He has a lot of damn good songs, but 
something is so simple about this one that it really 

stands out to me. My folks, nor my brother, never 
got me into Mr. Dylan. So growing up, I never heard 
his songs. All I really knew was that he wrote a few 
songs for Jimi Hendrix, so I figured he was, or had, to 
be good. It wasn’t until I went to New Zeeland, that a 
record store owner gave me all Mr. Dylan’s records. 
Actually, me and the guy were talking, I told him that 
I didn’t listen to Mr. Dylan, he was astonished, made 
a huge stack of records for me to have and listen to. 
Then during an instore gig I did at this place I made 
some comments about buying my records from me 
and not the shop, the guy got pissed, then forced my 
distributor to pay for all the records he had given me. 
You have to understand that record prices in NZ are 
crazy. Like $35 dollars a record., and in their money: 
madness. So yeah, that’s how I first got into Mr. 
Dylan. Without that story, I bet I’d still be thinking Mr. 
Hendrix did good covers.

the perfect anthem for Abilene
The Friends Of Dean Martinez - All The Pretty Horses. 
It’s off a record they did called «The Shadow Of Your 
Smile». They are all former members of Calexico. I 
think, and know, that the friends are much better. 
They are a beautiful band that make beautiful music. 
They have been affecting my life for years now. Now 
let them affect yours.

the song to be played at your funeral
The Reverend Horton Heat - Big Sky.

Unlimitiert SMS und MMS senden  
für nur 1 Franken pro Tag?
Ganz einfach. Mit der Prepaid-Flatrate Sunrise go dayflat.

Jetzt telefonieren Sie nicht nur für CHF 1.–* pro Tag, sondern senden für  
zusätzlich CHF 1.– unlimitiert SMS und MMS in alle Schweizer Mobilnetze.  
Und wenn Sie an einem Tag nichts senden, bezahlen Sie auch nichts. Infos  
in Ihrem Sunrise center oder unter sunrise.ch/godayflat
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first record you remember
I remember my mom and I would listen to Patsy 
Cline while making dinner – we would sing along to 
«Walking After Midnight».

a song that reminds you of school
«Metal Heart» by Cat Power reminds me of sitting in 
Marie‘s car when we were in high school. We drove 
around in her volvo quite a lot back then, and she 
always had an amazing mix tape we‘d listen to.

a record you fell in love to
Neil Young - After The Gold Rush. My husband and I 
listened to that when we first met and I was living in a 
log cabin back in Nevada City. Now we live in Portland 
but of course I still have this record. I like vinyl 
records and our stereo is quite old. It’s a mishash of 
various parts we got from somewhere, the amp for 
example once belonged to my uncle.

a record that will make everybody dance
Michael Jackson - Thriller. 

your ultimate heartbreak song
«You‘re Not Standing Like You Used To» by Kate Wolf 
is a sad, sad tune.

a song for cat lovers
Dora Hall - Cuddles The Calico Kitten. It‘s a song 
off a very, very cheesy children’s record that my 
brother and I listened to as kids. It‘s all about a little 
cat. I sing it to my cat Bramble Rose sometimes but 
say «Brambles the Calico Kitten» instead. I named 
her after the album by Tift Merritt so I play that one 
to her from time to time. When we’re away I give her 
to friends who live a little bit outside. Sometimes she 

disappears in the wilderness and then they 
play my records – and she will return when she 
hears my voice. That’s very sweet!

a record that evokes the greatest 
summer of your life
There‘s a song called «The Swimming Song» by 
Loudon Wainwright III. It starts: «This summer I went 
swimming, this summer I might have drowned, but I 
held my breath and I kicked my feet...» It‘s the ulti-
mate song to listen to on the way to the river in 
the heat of July.

first record you bought
The first record I had was a tape by The Shangri-Las. 
My friend Lindsey and I would lip synch to it back in 
1988 or so. The first record I bought on my own was 
when I was 12 – it was Hanson.

a song you use as a ring tone
«Duchess» by Scott Walker was my ring tone until 
everything on my phone deleted itself tragically.

a song you wish you wrote yourself
Dolly Parton - Jolene. It‘s such an amazing song. 
Right now I’m listening to Dylan LeBlanc. He’s very 
young but has songs that make you go «wow!».

a song guaranteed to make you feel depressed
John Prine - Sam Stone. In it he sings «There‘s a hole 
in daddy‘s arm where all the money goes». It doesn‘t 
get any darker than that.

your sunday morning song
Paul Simon - Duncan.This song is perfect for lazy 
mornings of coffee and making breakfast at home. 

But normally on a sunday there isn’t so much 
music played in our house. It’s more common that 
you hear me singing and working on new songs.

record you were looking for the longest
This has never happen to me! More often, I am 
one to stumble upon records randomly... I‘m no 
collector. I was touring with Simone White in the 
United Kingdom when I bought «Blue» by Joni 
Mitchell because I just bumped into it in a shop. 
I know that record for a long time but never had a 
copy. It was funny because when I played it 
Simone went «Ahhh...». She has a really special 
relationship with that record (see interview with 
Simone White in Finger #6). We listened to it a lot 
while on the road.

a song you would send over the ocean
Led Zeppelin - Going To California. I always listen 
to this song when I am overseas and missing my 
homeland.

best Bob Dylan track
«Lay, Lady, Lay». I have a brass bed because 
of this song.

a song to seduce you
Townes Van Zandt - I‘ll Be Here In The Morning. 
It‘s beautiful.

the perfect anthem for Nevada City
Casual Fog - Bitchin‘ Majestic. This is a song my 
friend wrote about the annual camping trip we have 
every summer back home. It‘s hilarious, and very 
much a Nevada City song. It‘s a shame I have one of 
maybe 10 copies of it.

Alela  
Diane

ist wohl eine der wenigen Künstlerinnen, die ihren Vater als Tourmusiker angestellt hat. 
Aber er war es auch, der 2004 ihr Debut «The Pirate’s Gospel» zuhause aufnahm. Drei Jahre 
später international re-releast, war dies eine der Platten, die beim Dinner gespielt und dann 

gleich von allen Gästen mitgenommen wurde. Seither ist die Kalifornierin zu einer der  
wichtigsten neuen Folk-Stimmen aus den USA geworden. Immer noch «hauntingly beautiful».

................................................................................

Idee
FINGER dient vornehmlich als Orientierungshilfe 
und Guide im Konsum- und Kulturdschungel. 
FINGER liefert relevante und kompetente Tipps, 
Anregungen und Ideen – für Menschen, die immer wieder 
mehr entdecken wollen.
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Zielgruppe
FINGER richtet sich an ein musik-, literatur- und kultur-
affines Publikum. Eine Zielgruppe zwischen 22 
und 40 Jahren, die sich szenenspezifisch mit Themen 
auseinandersetzt. Eine Zielgruppe, die über „nomale“ 
Kanäle schwierig anzusprechen ist. Eine Zielgruppe, die 
ein Grossteil ihres Budgets für Kultur ausgibt.
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